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Past State Deputy Bill Donovan (Right) along with PSD Peter Giordano lay wreath
during 2009 Wreaths Across America at Bourne Cemetery.
Wreaths Across America – 2008
 
 By John McKenzie, FDD, State Marshall and Richard C. Zopatti, Jr. DD, 
 Faithful Navigator
 
 
 Exactly at noon on December 13th members of the Fourth Degree together  with members of the State Board of the Massachusetts State Council  gathered at the National Cemetery at Bourne, Massachusetts on a blustery  day to honor those who worked so hard and sacrificed so much to preserve  the freedoms that we all enjoy today.
 This was the second year that the 4th Degree of the Bishop Healy  Province, Massachusetts District took part in “Wreaths Across America.”  This program involved the laying of wreaths at the National Cemetery at  Bourne at the same time that a similar ceremony was taking place at  Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia and at approximately 
 200 other cemeteries across this Nation. This year the program was  expanded to include the Winchendon Veterans Cemetery and the  Massachusetts State Veterans Cemetery in Agawam, MA.  Precisely at noon on Saturday, December 13th a moment of silence was  called, followed by the presentation of the Colors. An Honor Guard of  Sir Knights formed the arch for a Color Guard of Vietnam Veterans  together with a Color Guard from the Civil Air Patrol. They were  followed by wreath bearers carrying seven special wreaths. The opening  and closing prayers were offered by the Faithful Friar of the Bishop  Tyler Assembly # 402 Reverend Arnold Medeiros from St. Patrick’s Church 
 of Wareham, MA. Among the wreath bearers were State Deputy William  Donovan and PSD Peter J. Giordano and representatives of various  Veterans’ Organizations. Each of six wreaths was gently placed beneath a  plaque representing each of the Armed Services – Army, Air Force, Marine  Corps, Navy, Coast Guard, and for the first time starting this year, the 
 Merchant Marine. The seventh and final wreath was escorted and placed at  a special monument honoring the more than 93,000 members of the military  who are currently listed as prisoners of war and still unaccounted for.  The last wreath was placed by State Deputy William Donovan and PSD Peter 
 J. Giordano. A total of 2500 wreaths were laid that day.
 
 This was the culmination of many months of planning and fundraising  through the efforts of many Massachusetts Knights of Columbus Assemblies  and Councils including the Massachusetts State Council, many Veterans  Organizations, and many individual Brother Knights and their families.
 
 Let us strive to continue this program in order to honor those who have  helped secure and preserve the precious freedoms that we enjoy in these  United States of America! 

God Bless all of you and God Bless America!
          
